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BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: GRIFFITH PARK AND ELYSIAN PARK – AMENDMENT NO. 3 TO RIGHT OF 
ENTRY PERMIT PD-ROE-125 TO EXTEND TERM OF TEMPORARY, 
REVOCABLE RIGHT OF ENTRY PERMIT TO NORTHEAST LA FOREST 
SCHOOL FOR THE OPERATION OF AN OUTDOOR NATURE BASED EARLY 
CHILDHOOD RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM – CATEGORICAL 
EXEMPTION FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 19, 
SECTION 15301 [OPERATION, REPAIR, MAINTENANCE, PERMITTING, 
LEASING, LICENSING, OR MINOR ALTERATION OF EXISTING PUBLIC OR 
PRIVATE STRUCTURES, FACILITIES, MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT, OR 
TOPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES, INVOLVING NEGLIGIBLE OR NO 
EXPANSION OF EXISTING OR FORMER USE] OF CALIFORNIA CEQA 
GUIDELINES AND ARTICLE III, SECTION 1, CLASS 1(14) OF CITY CEQA 
GUIDELINES 

B. Aguirre M. Rudnick

B . Jones C. Santo Domingo

C . Stoneham N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved Disapproved Withdrawn 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve the proposed Amendment No. 3 (Amendment) to Permit No. PD-ROE-125
(Permit) authorizing Northeast LA Forest School’s (NeLAFS) continued operation of an
outdoor, nature-based, recreational child development program at designated premises
within Elysian Park and Griffith Park, and extending the term of the Permit until February
28, 2025, in the form attached hereto as Attachment 1;

2. Authorize the Assistant General Manager, Special Operations Branch, to issue the
approved Amendment to NeLAFS for subsequent execution and validation, subject to
the NeLAFS’s satisfaction of applicable Permit requirements;

3. Determine that the approval of the proposed Amendment (Project) is categorically
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant
to Article 19, Section 15301 [Operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing,
licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical
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equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or 
former use] of California CEQA Guidelines and Article III, Section 1, Class 1(14) of City 
CEQA Guidelines and direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los 
Angeles County Clerk and the California Office of Planning and Research; 
 

4. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles 
County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing an NOE; and 
 

5. Authorize RAP staff to make necessary technical corrections to carry out the intent of 
this Report. 

 
SUMMARY 
 
Northeast LA Forest School (NeLAFS) currently operates an outdoor, nature-based, 
recreational child development program for children ages 2-6 years old under an existing Right 
of Entry Permit PD-RO-125 (Permit) for an approved pilot program based at the following 
locations: 
 

o Griffith Park during the spring and summer seasons, and  
o Elysian Park during the fall and winter seasons.  

 
This recreational childcare development program, which relies on a nature-based curriculum 
and operates completely outdoors, is one of the first of its kind in this area of Los Angeles, and 
the first to operate on RAP-owned property.  Highly trained professional educators create a 
space where children can learn through explorations in nature while fostering independence and 
confidence.  Forest Schools, also known as Forest Kindergartens in Europe, are part of a 
worldwide movement in Nature-Based Early Childhood Education.  Programs similar to NeLAFS 
already operate across the world, with such programs becoming increasingly prevalent within 
the United States.  Washington was the first state to approve forest schools under state-
administered childcare licensing programs; similar legislation is under consideration in 
Sacramento.  Especially in the wake of COVID 19, many public schools are also establishing 
“Forest Days” where children spend their Friday learning outside in nature. 
 
The pilot program between NeLAFS and RAP commenced in September of 2020, and the 
Permit that currently governs the program is due to expire on June 30, 2024 (the Permit, as well 
as Amendment Nos. 1 and 2, are attached to this Report as Attachment 2).  RAP and NeLAFS 
are engaged in on-going discussions concerning a longer-term agreement for NeLAFS’s 
program, but further research and negotiation is necessary before any such agreement can be 
finalized.  NeLAFS has successfully operated this program for nearly four years, and RAP staff 
therefore recommend the Board’s approval of the proposed Amendment to extend the current 
Permit through February 28, 2025, while the parties continue their discussions of a new 
agreement. 
 
The NeLAFS currently operates on a non-exclusive basis, sharing the areas with the public, 
near the Grace E. Simons Lodge in Elysian Park during the fall and winter seasons, and near 
the Old Zoo in Griffith Park during the spring and summer seasons.  Each space is used 
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seasonally to avoid conflicts with other park activities and events, and to ensure that NeLAFS’s 
programming does not leave a lasting mark on the area’s flora and fauna.  Approval of the 
proposed Amendment will ensure continued seasonal access to these two spaces, while 
providing valuable childcare programming for the community.  As of 2022, NeLAFS 
implemented a tiered tuition system for the five-day schedule in order to offer more accessible 
tuition rates for the program.  Children ages 2-6 years old are welcome to attend, and the school 
also holds programming in parent education and teacher professional development.  
 
NeLAFS requests, and RAP staff recommends, approval from the Board to issue the proposed 
Amendment for the continuance of their recreational child development program at both Elysian 
Park and Griffith Park.  Upon reaching concurrence with NeLAFS regarding the terms and 
conditions for a longer-term agreement, staff will return to the Board for consideration of that 
agreement.     
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed Project consists of permitting, the use of public structures, involving negligible or 
no expansion of existing or former use. 
 
According to the parcel profile report retrieved on June 11 2024, the sites where the proposed 
activities take place do not reside in a liquefaction zone. The sites are not within a coastal, 
methane, or historic zone. The site at Griffith Park is included in a significant ecological area, 
but the proposed Right of Entry (ROE) permit includes regulatory measure to protect the 
existing ecological values. Based on these elements, there is no reasonable possibility that the 
proposed Project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern or 
have a significant effect due to unusual circumstances. No other known projects would involve 
cumulatively significant impacts, and no future projects would result from the proposed Project. 
As of June 11, 2024 the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor at 
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
(Geotracker at https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) have not listed the Project site or any 
contaminated sites near the Project area (within 1,000 feet). According to the Caltrans Scenic 
Highway Map there is no scenic highway located within the vicinity of the proposed Project or 
within its site. Furthermore, the site at Griffith Park is located in a City of Los Angeles Historic 
Cultural Monument (HCM#942) but the type of activities proposed in this ROE permit and will 
not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of any historical resource. 
 
Based in this information, staff recommends that the Board determine that the proposed Project 
is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Article 19, Section 15301 of California CEQA Guidelines as well as to Article III, 
Section 1, Class 1(14) of City CEQA Guidelines. Staff will file a Notice of Exemption with the 
Los Angeles County Clerk and the California Office of Planning and Research upon Board’s 
approval. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
Approving the Agreement has no fiscal impact on RAP’s General Fund. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN INIATIVES AND GOALS 
 
Approval of this Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting:  
 
Goal No. 5: Ensure an Environmentally Sustainable Park System 
Outcome No. 1: Decreased energy consumption and achieve a smaller carbon footprint 
Outcome No. 4: Increased opportunities for environmental education  
 
This Report was prepared by Joel Alvarez, Sr. Management Analyst II, and Adriana Bautista, 
Management Assistant, Partnership Section.   
 
 
LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  

1) Proposed Amendment No. 3 
2) Permit PD-ROE-125 and Amendment Nos. 1 and 2 
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June 20, 2024 
 
 
Northeast L.A. Forest School  
Ms. Becca Hackett-Levy, Founder and Director 
2040 Fair Park Avenue, #409 
Los Angeles, California, 90041 
 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 TO PERMIT NO. PD-ROE-125: EXTENSION OF TERM OF 
TEMPORARY, REVOCABLE RIGHT OF ENTRY PERMIT TO NORTHEAST LA 
FOREST SCHOOL, FOR THE OPERATION OF AN OUTDOOR BASED 
RECREATIONAL CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM AT ELYSIAN PARK AND 
GRIFFITH PARK 
 
Dear Ms. Hackett-Levy: 
 
The City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) issued Northeast 
LA Forest School (PERMITTEE) Amendment No. 2 (AMENDMENT 2) to Permit No. 
PD-ROE-125 (PERMIT) on December 22, 2023.  As stipulated in AMENDMENT 2 and 
the PERMIT, PERMITEE is granted authorization to enter and utilize certain portions of 
park property on a non-exclusive basis at Elysian Park and Griffith Park (PREMISES), 
for the operation of an outdoor and nature based, recreational child development 
program for children ages two (2) to six (6) years old, through various outdoor 
recreational child development activities (PROGRAM).  

AMENDMENT 2 will expire on June 30, 2024.  
 
RAP hereby amends the PERMIT with this Amendment No. 3 (AMENTMENT 3) as if 
fully set forth herein, acknowledging PERMITEE’s continued operation of the 
PROGRAM in accordance with the terms and conditions of PERMIT, except as 
specifically modified below: 
 

3.  TERM 
 

This PERMIT is revocable by either party upon thirty (30) days prior written 
notice to the other party. The commencement date (COMMENCEMENT 
DATE) of this Amendment No. 3 (AMENDMENT) authorizing the 
continuance of the PROGRAM, is specified on the Signature Page of this 
this AMENDMENT, pursuant to its validation by the authorized RAP 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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representative following RAP’s receipt of proof of insurance and signed 
signature page of AMENDMENT from PERMITTEE.  In no event shall the 
term of this PERMIT, as amended, exceed February 28, 2025, or beyond 
the date of execution of a formal operating agreement between 
PERMITTEE and RAP. 
 

7.    MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF PREMISES 
 
F.  PERMITEE shall not impact any native protected tree at anytime for any 

reason; including but not limited to: 
i.  Attaching items to trees; thus, prohibiting any attachments including 

swings, backpacks, forts, ropes, shelters, shade structures, etc. 
 

G. PERMITEE shall not allow digging in the ground and shall not allow    
dead wood to be used for building forts or other structures for any 
reason. 

 
H.  Each PREMISES defined in Section 2 will be inspected with RAP Staff at 

the completion of each season to assure compliance with maintenance 
of the premises.  

 
18. RATIFICATION  

At the request of RAP, and because of the need therefore, PERMITTEE 
began performance of the responsibilities herein required, prior to the 
execution hereof. By its execution hereof, RAP hereby accepts such service 
subject to all the terms, covenants, and conditions of this AMENDMENT, 
and ratifies its approval for PERMITEE to provide such services. 

 
All other provisions and conditions of PERMIT shall remain unchanged.  We appreciate 
your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Adriana Bautista, Partnership Section, at (213) 202-5600. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

 
BRENDA AGUIRE, Assistant General Manager 
Special Operations Branch  
 
MV/JA:ab 

 
Cc: Mariana Valdivia, Chief Sustainability Officer, Sustainability and Partnerships 
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 Stefanie Smith, Superintendent, Griffith Park, Park Services Office 
 Anita Meacham, Superintendent, Metro Region Recreational Services  
 Raul Leon, Principal Grounds Maintenance Supervisor, Metro Region  
 Joel Alvarez, Senior Management Analyst II, Partnership Section  
 
 
 
 

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS] 
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SIGNATURE EXECUTION 
 
 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 TO PERMIT NO. PD-ROE-125: EXTENSION OF TERM OF 
TEMPORARY, REVOCABLE RIGHT OF ENTRY PERMIT TO NORTHEAST LA 
FOREST SCHOOL TO CONTINUE OPERATING AN OUTDOOR BASED 
RECREATIONAL CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM ON THE GROUNDS OF 
ELYSIAN PARK AND GRIFFITH PARK  
   
As the authorized representative of Northeast LA Forest School, a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
corporation, I hereby accept the terms and conditions of the AMENDMENT NO. 3 
contained herein: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ _________________________ 
Permittee Signature        Date 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ _________________________ 
Permittee   Name (print)                 Title 
 
 
 
COMMENCEMENT AND VALIDATION DATE of the AMENDMENT NO. 3: 
 
 
        
Commencement Date        
 
 
 
       
RAP Representative Signature     
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                _______________________   
Print Name        Title 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT 
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December 22, 2022 

Northeast L.A. Forest School  
Ms. Becca Hackett-Levy, Founder and Director 
2040 Fair Park Avenue, #409 
Los Angeles, California, 90041 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO PERMIT NO. PD-ROE-125: EXTENSION OF TERM OF 
TEMPORARY, REVOCABLE RIGHT OF ENTRY PERMIT TO NORTHEAST LA 
FOREST SCHOOL, FOR THE OPERATION OF AN OUTDOOR BASED 
RECREATIONAL CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM AT ELYSIAN PARK AND 
GRIFFITH PARK 

Dear Ms. Hackett-Levy: 

The City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) issued Right of 
Entry Permit No. PD-ROE-125 (PERMIT) to Northeast LA Forest School (PERMITTEE) 
on June 30, 2022.  As defined in Section 1 of said PERMIT, PERMITEE is granted 
authorization to enter and utilize park property at Elysian Park and Griffith Park 
(PREMISES), for the operation of an outdoor and nature based, recreational child 
development program for children ages six (6) months to seven and one-half (7.5) years 
old, through various outdoor recreational child development activities (PROGRAM).  

PERMIT will expire on December 31, 2022. 

RAP hereby amends the PERMIT as if fully set forth herein, acknowledging 
PERMITEE’s continued operation of the PROGRAM in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of PERMIT, except as specifically modified below: 

5. TERM

This PERMIT is revocable by either party upon thirty (30) days prior written 
notice to the other party. The commencement date (COMMENCEMENT 
DATE) of this Amendment No. 1 (AMENDMENT) authorizing the 
continuance of the PROGRAM, is specified on the Signature Page of this 
this AMENDMENT, pursuant to its validation by the RAP representative 
following RAP’s receipt of proof of insurance and signed signature page of 
AMENDMENT from PERMITTEE.  In no event shall the term of the 
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PERMIT, as amended, exceed December 31, 2023, or beyond the date of 
execution of a formal operating agreement between PERMITTEE and RAP. 

Ratification. At the request of RAP, and because of the need therefore, 
PERMITTEE began performance of the responsibilities herein required, 
prior to the execution hereof. By its execution hereof, RAP hereby accepts 
such service subject to all the terms, covenants, and conditions of this 
PERMIT, and ratifies its approval for PERMITEE to provide such services. 

All other provisions and conditions of PERMIT shall remain unchanged.  We appreciate 
your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Adriana Bautista, Partnership Section, at (213) 202-5600. 

Sincerely, 

BRENDA AGUIRRE 
Assistant General Manager 

BA/JA:ab 

Cc: Stefanie Smith, Superintendent, Griffith Park, Park Services Office 
Anita Meacham, Superintendent, Metro Region Recreational Services 
Raul Leon, Principal Grounds Maintenance Supervisor, Metro Region  
Joel Alvarez, Senior Management Analyst II, Partnership Section  

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS] 









12/7/2023

Adriana Bautista Management Assistant

Rebecca Hackett-Levy

12/623

Founder and Director


