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Jorenan With tha In and subr I many urban areas, the value of land Is dising, In

ol g Claset many areas, little land 15 feft untoul:hed = inglugding that on obd landfiils. Many citbes are now logking to utilize this
RS B tand In & multitude of ways.

Yogn & Pllates

Aromatherapy Some of the more popular ltems to be bullt on old landfills Include parks, schools, golf courses, amphitheaters,
Heemnp and aven homes. Granted, while many of these additiens are beautiful and benefit thg community, there are a
vartety of concerns ranging from the teakage of as, leachate {leading to

Now Products contarminated water) and settlement of structures bullt upon the reclalmed landfiil.

Graenfeet Qutlet
Let's take a closer look at each of these concemns and what can be done about them

Hmam Gas Mathana Is 2 rasult of the decompasition of landfill, It's a natural gas and an energy source but is
agr gas to the of the gzone layer, Methane 15 flammable and
In certain i sa It needs to be controblied. Modern day landfills are desipnod to vent or
somehow use this methans fres

Some racent problams have resultad from oldar landfills thar were not designed correctly or modern day facilitles
that, ence closed and bullt over, have not been properly monitored. For Instance, In 1995, st an Atlanta
playground bullt on an old tandfill, an & year old girl wos seriously bumed when methane gas caused an explosion,
And In 1994 a Charlotte, NC woman was sorlously bumed by a methang blast white playing seccer In o pork bulit
over & landfill. Both cases were from ofd landflils that were nat properly vented to 16t mounting gas escape.

At Shoreline amphitheater In Menlo Park, CA methane gas 15 bumed through a spechlly designed venting systam.

The amphitheater s part of a 750 acre recreational and wildiife ares bullt on an old landfil ll\al Is naw home to

parks, lakes, an estuary and golf course. While this i & good of pro he monitering of

methane can still be a problem. Many times people hove no ldeo that the l.mlldlnv they work in or that thelr
children are being taught In a school that is residing on an old dump.

Leachate

Leachate s produced whan wator darivod from solid woste and added water seurces such 83 raln and snow, flows
thrgugh landfi waste (similar o how water flows through coffee g ] P frem within
the landfill. To prevent of and toxic bu outslde land sources, a

complex eombination of liners, filters, menitoring wells and capping of the Inndfill myust be maintalned, Constant
monitoring must be denc to ensure the health and safety of the public.

Settlement of Woste
Eventually, waste in our landfills does begin to decompose. As this process occurs, the ground setties and takes
up less space causing the ground above to sink. This can result in the sliding of hemes from their foundations,

Te” significant cracks In walls and damage to plumbing and overall bullding safeky.
E the pie! @ Some developers take great care In the restructuding of lardfll (and by using engineéered fll to account for
and make the natural process less damaging. Eventually, the land will stabiize, hawever, there still is
Tell her whit's on your mindl the: factor of the unknown and this is what poses the greatest concern to this author. What are the long term

effects of bullding on landflis? How will these structures hold up during severa earthquakes? 15 there regular
testing for the leaching of hazardous chemicals? Is the soll tested on a regular basks for contamination?

Em. ol
[(Emait ths page to 2 friend J 1t's nearly Ie 1o test the of chemicals at different levels for aach landfill site and it's affect
on human health. While many of the known chemicals such o5 bonzene are censldered non-toxic In small doses,

we know nothing of the results when many of these chemicals are mixed together and humans arg cxposed to
Listen to our them over a period of time.
Internet Bullding on landfills is, and always will ba, of concern. Land |5 preclous and every Inch In urban areas will be
nter maximized. Ona of the most Impartant things that we can do IS 1o minimize the amount of landfills that we create
Radio Show and fill. This all goes back Lo decreasing our trash. And more Importantly, be aware and consclous of what Is
disposed of In your household trash, All hazardows matertals need to be property disposed of - contact your clty if
m) you need lgcatlons of local hazardous waste drop-off locations.
pi/iwww. greenfeet. ilding-on- .
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