
 

RECORD SEARCH and PREVIOUS RESEARCH 

RECORD SEARCH RESULTS 

A cultural resources literature and record search was conducted for the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks 109th Street Pool and Bathhouse Replacement 
project area and a radius of ¼ mile surrounding at the South Central Coastal Information Center 
on April 26, 2007.  The search included a review of all recorded archaeological sites within 
¼ mile of the project area as well as a review of cultural resource reports on file.  In addition, the 
California Points of Historical Interest (PHI), the California Historical Landmarks (CHL), the 
California Register of Historical Places (CR), the National Register of Historic Places (NR), the 
California State Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) and the City of Los Angeles Historic 
Cultural Monuments (LAHCM) were reviewed as well as the Downey (1896, 1942) 15-minute 
series U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) quadrangle maps, were inspected.   

The record search revealed that the project area had not been previously surveyed but 
there are four cultural resource studies (LA2950, LA4471, LA4836 and LA8255) that have been 
conducted within a ¼ mile radius of the project area. 

No archaeological sites have been identified within a ¼ mile radius of the project area.  
No archaeological isolates have been identified within a ¼ mile radius of the project area. 

The Historic Resources Inventory identified 25 properties within ¼ mile radius of the 
project area that have been evaluated for historical significance.  None of these properties were 
found eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NR). 

The Downey 1896 15-minute USGS quadrangle depicts the project area as open land. 
Along the main roads, a few structures are indicated.  The communities of Spanishtown, Nadeau 
Park, Florence, Lynwood, Compton and Dominguez are depicted along the Southern Pacific 
Railroad San Pedro Branch that runs in a north-south direction on the east side of the project 
area.  Tributaries are depicted flowing in a west to east direction through the project area and 
connecting with Compton Creek located to the east and to the larger, meandering Los Angeles 
River. 

The Downey 1942 15-minute USGS quadrangle depicts the project area in the stages of 
development with a few remaining open spaces of land.  The Pacific Electric Watts Junction 
illustrating the merge of three rail lines is depicted as well as the City of South Gate, and the 
community of Willowbrook.  The Los Angeles River has been channelized at this time.  

In both plan and elevation, the diminutive one-storey 109th Street bathhouse is sited on 
originally six tracts of land contiguous to 109th Street to the north and 110th Street to the south.  
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By 1927, these six tracts contained a total of four houses and three ancillary structures.  The area 
surrounding the park—the pool and bathhouse, new recreation center, baseball field, basketball 
court—is domestically scaled in a low-rise residential neighborhood of primarily single-family 
homes with a few small apartment buildings.  According to a review of the Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps of 1927 and 1951, the area has remained a low-density neighborhood, 
undergoing little change over a 34-year period. Setbacks, lot sizes and placement of buildings on 
lots vary widely.   

The bathhouse is designed in a symmetrical Beaux Arts-school style with Mediterranean 
Revival finishes.  Oriented north-south, in plan it is shaped like a cross: a long, narrow, 
rectangular structure with a shallow gable roof, daylit from both sides.  It is bisected by a short 
gabled transept (an area set crosswise to the main axis of the building.)  This transept, stepping 
out from the long portion of the building, contains both major entrances to the bathhouse: the 
public entrance, which opens to a baseball field to the east, and an identical entrance on the west 
opening to the pool area itself.  These primary entrances consist of a centrally located door 
flanked by one vertically oriented window of eight lights on either side.  The entrance divides 
the building into two wings housing boys and girls changing rooms, extending from the central 
section with entry lobby and check-in area.  Character-defining features also include smooth 
cement-plaster walls, the shallow roof gables, the transepts, the incisions in the frameless 
molding, and Spanish red-brown tiles used for roofing (Lamprecht 2007). 
 
Pool: 

The 109th Street pool is rectangular in plan and configuration, 140 feet in length and 
40 feet in width, and is of poured concrete construction.  Currently it is surrounded by an eight-
foot-tall fence with vertical steel railings.  It is sited approximately four feet from the bathhouse. 
 WPA public pool plans of this era had a distinctive feature in how a swimmer entered the pool.  
At each of the four corners, a small rectangular “bump-out” of poured concrete steps protrudes 
out from the pool in plan.  This move allows the entire larger rectangle of the pool to be used for 
bathing and swimming rather than for access/circulation.  In addition, the 109th Street Pool also 
follows a pre-World War II model of pool design: It is symmetrical with a graduated depth of 2 
½ feet at each end, and 9 feet at the center, so that each end could be utilized for shallow bathing, 
reserving a smaller central section for diving (Lamprecht 2007).  (This shallow-deep-shallow 
configuration eventually fell out of favor and was replaced by shallow-deep in later large-scale 
pool design.)  The walls of the pool rise approximately 9 inches above the surrounding concrete 
deck, to create a one-inch-wide curb.  The concrete pool deck’s surface is scored with a 
corrugated finish, with expansion joints separating sections approximately 20 feet wide.  
Lighting for the pool included three original 500-watt underwater lights on either side of the pool 
near the center, housed in square poured concrete light wells that project slightly outward.  
Outdoor area lighting was provided by a series of 1000-watt, pole-mounted lights located around 
a perimeter chain link fence.  The original plans (dated March 17, 1938) do not indicate a diving 
platform.  Originally, a diving board on the west side of the pool was accessed by steps on either 
side.  The board was supported by a steel pipe support structure mounted to the pool deck.  One 
lifeguard seating tower is located on either side of the pool near the center where the depth is 
greatest.  It is of steel pipe construction, with simple wood plank seats at the top.  It is 
approximately 10 feet tall, and mounted to the pool deck with bolts.  The pool water was filtered 
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and purified by a chlorine filtration system, consisting of three 8-foot-diameter filter tanks, 
located in a filter room at the eastern end of the building.  According to a June 4, 1939 article in 
the Los Angeles Times, the contents of the Harvard Pool were filtered and purified every eight 
hours, and it seems likely this protocol would have also been used for the 109th Street Pool 
(Lamprecht 2007). 

Alterations to the 1939 facility:  

On the north end of the bathhouse, a small one-storey addition with a shed roof and 
parapet sloping away from the original building is topped by a large rectangular bulkhead 
(serving as a backboard for the play area to the north) and is located at the extreme north end of 
the addition.  This addition, also in stucco-cement cladding, lies at right angles to the long side 
of the original structure and, longer than the width of the original building, now forms a T in 
plan at this north end of the bathhouse.  However, the original building was not encroached upon 
and is still intact.  The diving board was removed (Lamprecht 2007).  

New Construction 

In November 1950, well-known Case Study House architect Frederick E. Emmons 
designed a new two-storey “Playground Clubhouse” on the site, at a right angle to and north of 
the pool and bathhouse, separated from the original complex by a basketball court and play area. 
 It featured a theatre, offices, a recreation room and patios.  Its exterior finishes include brick, 
glass, and cement plaster.  Emmons also designed the signage for the building (Lamprecht 2007). 
 

NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted regarding the project 
on April 24, 2007.  A response from the NAHC on May 1, 2007 indicated that no sacred lands 
are recorded in the Sacred Lands files (Appendix B).  The NAHC also provided a list of Native 
American groups and individuals who might have knowledge of cultural resources in the project 
area.  Seven of these groups and individuals were contacted by letter on May 8, 2007.  No 
responses have yet been received. 
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FIELD METHODS and RESULTS 

Although at the time of this study the project area is paved, developed, and landscaped, 
Catharine M. Wood, RPA, Jones & Stokes archaeologist, conducted a reconnaissance survey of 
the project area on May 15, 2007 (Figure 2, Appendix A).  Ms. Wood has an M.A. degree in 
Anthropology from California State University, Fullerton and six years of experience in 
California archaeology. The project area is located within a residential neighborhood.  There are 
grass lawns, trees, ornamental vegetation, paved sidewalks and paved driveways.  The pool and 
bathhouse is located within a park that has paved pathways, sand lots with play equipment, a 
large grass field and a baseball diamond.  No prehistoric or historic-era cultural resources were 
observed during the reconnaissance survey.   

     

Archaeological Survey Report June 2007 
109th Street Pool and Bath House Replacement Project 16 J&S 00395.07 
 



 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

According to Jones and Stokes architectural historians, the 109th Street Pool and 
Bathhouse is eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources under 
Criterion 1 and 3.  It is historically significant under Criteria 1 for its association with the 
building program of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and as representative of the 
policies and social movements that influenced the construction of recreational facilities in Los 
Angeles in the 1930s, including the Parks and Playgrounds Movement, early civic moves toward 
racial equity, and an attempt to assuage the impacts of the Great Depression.  

The property is historically significant under Criterion 3 because it embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of a 1930s WPA designed public pool by the Aquatics Division of the 
Department of Recreation and Parks, City of Los Angeles.  As the best (and virtually only) 
preserved pool of this type and age in the Department, the caliber of its integrity is very high.  
Remarkably intact, it retains its character-defining features and conveys its historic significance. 

No cultural resources were observed within the project area during the reconnaissance 
survey for the proposed project.  Because the City of Los Angeles instituted trash and sewer 
services in the late 19th century, no hollow filled historical archaeological deposits are likely to 
be present in the project area and due to the disturbed nature of the project area from on-site and 
surrounding development and the lack of previously recorded archaeological resources within a 
¼ mile radius of the project area, the project area has low sensitivity for buried cultural 
resources.  However, buried cultural resources that were not identified during field surveys could 
be inadvertently unearthed during ground-disturbing activities that could result in demolition of 
or substantial damage to significant cultural resources.  If cultural resources are discovered 
during monitoring or other construction, all work will be halted in the vicinity of the 
archaeological discovery until a qualified archaeologist can visit the site of discovery and assess 
the significance of the archaeological discovery.  Further treatment may be required, including 
site recordation, excavation, site evaluation, and data recovery.  If during cultural resources 
monitoring, the qualified archaeologist determines that the sediments being excavated are 
previously disturbed or unlikely to contain significant cultural materials, the qualified 
archaeologist can specify that monitoring be reduced or eliminated. 
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APPENDIX A 
Project Area Photos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Overview of 109th Street Bathhouse 

View to the west 
 

 
Overview of 109th Street Bathhouse 

View to the northwest 
 



 
Overview of 109th Street pool and bathhouse 

View to the south-southeast 
 

 
Overview of 109th Street pool and bathhouse 

View to the north-northeast 
 



 

 
 

APPENDIX B 
Native American Consultation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 




